


VILLAGE OF STILLMAN VALLEY
Special Board Meeting
@ Meridian Unity School District #223 High School; 
425 S Pine – Door C – Aux Gym 
Tuesday, April 9, 2024 – 6:00 pm

Present 	President:			Martin Typer
Trustees:	John Russell, Nance’ Lorenz, Nate Grobe, Karen Marsh, and Cassandra Burright

Also Attending:	Attorney Doug Henry and Village Clerk Yvonne Dewey	 

Citizens:	Sandie; Jennifer Dispensa; Jay Dispensa; Carleton Trimble; Tony Busser; Kim Hawley; Mike O’Hare; Derek Willey; Eric Swenson; Stephen Brass; Ruth Whitney; Logan Lalor; Paula Broski; Rob Thurow; Lucas Thurow; Eric Miller; Heather Lalor; Sam Miller; Ryan Magnoni; Kurt Broski; Marlene Miller; Jeff Cox; Jeremy Fager; Mark Fritzen; Chris Brauns; Deb Maas; Nick Zumbragel; Samantha Rudene
							
1. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by President Typer, who led the pledge.  Roll was called, with five (5) Trustee’s present, Russell, Lorenz, Grobe, Marsh, and Burright. Also in attendance Attorney Henry and Clerk Dewey.

1. Approve Agenda of Tuesday, April 9, 2024
After a review of the Tuesday, April 9, 2024 Special Board Meeting Agenda, Trustee Russell made a motion to “accept the Agenda for Tuesday, April 9, 2024”.  Motion seconded by Trustee Burright.    The motion passed with five (5) “ayes”, zero (0) “nays”, and one (1) “absent” Lorenz on a roll call vote.

1. Citizens Comments 
Sandie commented on the use of land, commented on misinformation on the location of the solar, the anti-solar sign that was placed on the fence at the soccer fields without permission of the school district, encouraged people to be informed, commented on the positives of annexing land and that tonight’s meeting comments should only be about annexation. Jennifer Dispensa commented on the comprehensive plan and commented that the village could cease to exist with the installation of solar panels. Ms. Dispensa talked about how Stillman Valley residents will come together to help each other, spoke on the need to have people set down roots and to shop in the village stating that this board has the power to make this change. Ms. Dispensa then commented that Ryan is not the answer and that the village is not Ryan’s first or last stop. Jay Dispensa commented that 25 years ago he was house shopping in various places and found Stillman Valley, but before he purchased a home he went to the county and asked what the land uses were, and asked specifically about industrial and that was not one of the uses. Mr. Dispensa has raised three (3) kids here and wants to raise his grandkids here, but now he is looking for a home outside of Stillman Valley. Mr. Dispensa stated that solar panels will cause house values to plummet. Carl Tremble commented that he lived outside of the village limits, stating that the annexation has had a lot of interest on the subject. Mr. Tremble suggests that a county wide vote be taken. Toni Busser commented that she owns the property directly south of the Heeren property. Ms. Busser commented that she knows that the annexation is contingent on the solar, stating that there are rules at the county level not to harm other people’s property. Ms. Busser is concerned about the loss of property values and ascetics, and the unknown issues with solar panels, commenting that it is sad we have to keep fighting. Kim Hawley has major concerns about the village annexing the property, she grew up in Stillman Valley, believes in community values, her kids want to move back but she does not encourage this. Ms. Hawley commented that we are a whole community and that industrial solar should not be here. Askes if the annexation goes through will the village do anything about the flooding. Mike O’Hare stated that still has a lot of problems putting this all together. Commented that the first lady speaker stated that you could not control what others do, but he can and will. He has been in the community for a long time, he graduated here. Derek Willey commented that his family has lived for years in this area and that there is a road named after his family and he lives on High Road. Each year he decorates for Halloween, he works for the IBEW and has worked at the nuke and a solar plant and been part of the Stillman Fire Protection District (SFVPD), he owns and old ladder truck that used to be owned by the SVFPD. He believes in small towns and farming and states that the village will lose money on this, estimating the loss of $133,400 in annual taxes. Eric Swenson stated that his property abuts the property that the solar panels will be placed on, says that this will destroy property values. He has spent his whole life savings in the home and put his whole life into the community. State that the twenty (20) year calculation of tax value is less that current values. Steven Brass states that for over one hundred (100) years his family has lived and farmed in Stillman Valley. Mr. Brass is not in favor of solar plants, then gave facts on detrimental values in Wisconsin and wondered about proposed benefits. Logan Lalor stated that if not for the application of industrial solar you would not be annexing property into the village. Why destroy good farm land and read about the unbearable amount of noise from solar panels, stating that farming is not a hobby. Paula Broski moved to Stillman for the schools, then answered John Russell’s question, “where would industrial solar be acceptable”, has concerns with quality of life. Rob Thurow concerned with the health side effects, asked the board to consider holding off stating that his wife has a pace maker and should not be close to solar. Mr. Thurow is also concerned with the loss of 10 – 15% of his property value stating that this would not be good for the schools and that the board should not have to take bribes. Lucas Thurow states he lives close to where they are going to build, stating that this does not seem right to see solar fields and stated that this will make Stillman Valley nothing because of large solar fields and says the future is in the kids. Eric Miller states he has been in the same position before, then commented that he did not know who negotiated these deals, commented that the board should think independently and then stated “Nate your message has been heard.” Mr. Miller continued by saying annexations don’t exist in a vacuum, asked that you have the courage to make a motion, that if denied this land would not be in the village. Then commented on Kathleen Biemans statement asking where did she hear this, again encouraged the board to think independently. Heather Lalor commented that the village board is not adhering to the comprehensive plan, then answers John Russell’s question from the April 8, 2024 Regular Board Meeting, “land zoned solar or industrial” then asks who benefits from this, people are not pawns”, then stated that growth conflicts with the Comprehensive Plan”, stating that they were not here for themselves, but her for our community. Sam Miller commented that there are twenty-eight (28) different sub-sections, but only three (3) are for solar in the ordinances. Believes this will impact the village for a long time and ask that the village be consistent with Marion and Scott Township, then stated that neither applicant will be paying village taxes. Ryan Magnoni of US Solar thanked everyone for being there. Mr. Magnoni stated that annexation will being in one hundred nineteen (119) acres through annexation, but use only thirty (30) acres of Mr. Heeren’s property and will produce enough power to sustain the village. US Solar would commit funds to Meridian Baseball and Softball teams, Stillman Fire Protection District and could enhance water and air quality and produce a significant step towards growth. Kurt Broski commented about the $400,000 offered to the village, concerned that annexation will cause more problems, also wonders about breakage, who is responsible for clean-up, what if the company files for bankruptcy. Stated that if you are voting yes, it is not enough money. Marlene Miller stated that BME Ogle Farms made application in 2018 at which time Ogle County put a moratorium on solar permits. The then property owners put the property up for sale and Lee Heeren purchased the property. In 2023 Mr. Heeren submitted applications with the county, Mike Rock States Attorney advised the board that due the location of the property within 1.5 miles of the village it should go to the village for application. Ms. Miller then read a letter from Deb Thibodeau in opposition of the solar project. Jeff Cox stated that he was a life long Ogle County resident then commented on the Glendenning application being withdrawn. Mr. Cox then stated that he is all about this community, asking why the solar plant does not follow the comprehensive plan, stating that this could snowball out of control. Mr. Cox then commented on the ground mounted solar panel on Grant Street. Mr. Cox states this is the best corridor of growth in Stillman Valley, then talked about devaluation of homes being a concern, questions losing value on homes. Jeremy Fager asked for a show of hands from the audience for those who live in the village. States he has built solar panels and asks why annex land now, then asked, where else could land be annexed, what is the plan for the village, stating the village has control on what happens but hardly anyone is here from the village. Mark Fritzen owns property on Hayrack Trail and is asking the board to vote no on solar, stating this is our home, he moved his family here from Los Angeles and wanted to live in an open area. Chris Brauns pastor at the Red Brick Church loves this place commented on Blackhawk, the beautiful town, his love for Stillman Valley begins with the people. Commented that Stillman Valley is so beautiful and that for Stillman Valley to continue to be beautiful you need to guard against changes. Deb Maas stated that annexation is binding twenty (20) years then questioned Ryan’s lease hold interest, first term is 20 years, and then there are four (4) renewals of five (5) years. Then questioned information on the needs for fire at solar plants. Ms. Maas then questioned the ownership of the Whaley parcel asking if the board has any documentation for ownership. Nick Zumbragel commented on annexing for growth and development of homes stating that “you cannot finish the subdivision you have now,” stating “finish filling up the subdivisions”, look at Byron and business they have, consider voting no. Samantha Rudene lives in Berry View stating that they would not have moved there if they knew community solar would be placed there, please protect us.

1. New Business
0. Discuss and Possible Action Ord No. 1035, Ordinance Annexing Territory in to the Village of Stillman Valley – Caril Whaley c/o Ronald Whaley, BAP Power Corporation d/b/a Cenergy Power. PIN 11-18-100-004 – No address, parcel is adjacent to and north of PIN 11-18-300-010
[bookmark: _Hlk164230087]President Typer read the first line item for New Business and Trustee Burright made a motion “to approve Ord No. 1035, Ordinance Annexing Territory in to the Village of Stillman Valley – Carol Whaley c/o Ronald Whaley, BAP Power Corporation d/b/a Cenergy Power. PIN 11-18-100-004 – No address, parcel is adjacent to and north of PIN 11-18-300-010”. Trustee Marsh seconded the motion.” Trustee Grobe spoke stating he has a couple of concerns, talking about Grant Street and the on the ground solar panel, which is now banned by ordinance, also concerned about contingency. Nate commented that people should be able to do what they want with their land, he is not against solar, but just the location. Growth is needed, he lives in Homestead and they cannot get homes built, this is the opposite of growing, stating not going to grow by installing a solar farm. Trustee Burright commented that there is a lot of mis-information out there, what is being said is not always true. Trustee Burright commented that she would love to build houses, but no one is asking partly because of the cost of construction. Trustee Lorenz commented that she has lived here most of entire life and is not for this and does not care what Marty thinks, no she does not. The $200,000 donation to the school is nothing. After board discuss roll was called and the motion failed with two (2) “ayes”, Marsh and Burright; three (3) “nays”, Russell, Lorenz and Grobe; and zero (0) “absent”.
0. Discuss and Possible Action Ord No. 1036, Ordinance Annexing Territory in to the Village of Stillman Valley – Lee Heeren, as Trustee of the Lee E. Heeren Trust, USS Stillman Creek Solar, LLC; PIN 11-18-100-003 E Hales Corner Road, Stillman Valley; which parcel is contiguous to the Village of Stillman Valley; and PIN’s 05-31-300-006 and 10-01-126-004, N Stillman Road, Stillman Valley, Illinois. 
President Typer read the second line item form New Business, Discuss and Possible Action Ord No. 1036, Ordinance Annexing Territory in to the Village of Stillman Valley – Lee Heeren, as Trustee of the Lee E. Heeren Trust, USS Stillman Creek Solar, LLC; PIN 11-18-100-003 E Hales Corner Road, Stillman Valley; which parcel is contiguous to the Village of Stillman Valley; and PIN’s 05-31-300-006 and 10-01-126-004, N Stillman Road, Stillman Valley, Illinois. Trustee Marsh made a motion to approve Ord No. 1036, Ordinance Annexing Territory in to the Village of Stillman Valley – Lee Heeren, as Trustee of the Lee E. Heeren Trust, USS Stillman Creek Solar, LLC; PIN 11-18-100-003 E Hales Corner Road, Stillman Valley; which parcel is contiguous to the Village of Stillman Valley; and PIN’s 05-31-300-006 and 10-01-126-004, N Stillman Road, Stillman Valley, Illinois. Trustee Burright seconded the motion”. With no other board comment roll was called and the motion failed with two (2) “ayes”, Marsh and Burright; three (3) “nays”, Russell, Lorenz and Grobe; and zero (0) “absent”.

1. Old Business - None

1. Upcoming Meetings 
0. Wednesday, April 17, 2024 – Reconvene Zoning and Planning Commission Meeting – 6:00 pm @ Stillman Valley Fire Protection District; 200 S Rural Road; Stillman Valley, Illinois 61084
0. Monday, April 22, 2024 - Economic Development Group – 4:00 pm
0. Monday, May 6, 2024 – Administrative Committee Meeting – 4:00 pm
0. Monday, May 6, 2024 – Executive Committee Meeting – 5:00 pm
0. Monday, May 6, 2024 – Sesquicentennial Citizen Group Meeting 6:30 pm
0. Tuesday, May 7, 2024 – Parks Advisory Committee Meeting 7:00 pm
0. Monday, May 13, 2024 – Economic Development Group – 4:00 pm
0. Monday, May 13, 2024 – Regular Board Meeting – 6:00 pm
1. Meeting Adjournment
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 7:33 pm on “Motion made by Trustee Grobe, seconded by Trustee Burright. The motion passed with five (5) “ayes”, zero (0) “nays”, and zero (0) “absent” on a voice vote.

Respectfully Submitted,



Yvonne Dewey, CMC
Village Clerk
Village of Stillman Valley
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