VILLAGE OF STILLMAN VALLEY
Regular Board Meeting
120 N Walnut Street; Stillman Valley, IL
Tuesday, October 15, 2024 – 6:00 p.m.

Present 	President:			Martin Typer 
Trustees:	John Russell, Nance’ Lorenz, Nate Grobe, Karen Marsh, Cassandra Burright, and Dea Connell
Also in Attendance: 	Village Attorney Doug Henry, Public Works Supervisor Dean Insko, Village Clerk Yvonne Dewey, and Deputy Clerk Cindy Quick
Citizens:	Bruce Fower					
A. Call Meeting to Order/Pledge
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by President Typer, who led the pledge. Roll was called, with six (6) trustees in attendance. 

B. Approve Agenda of October 15, 2024
[bookmark: _Hlk180047818]Trustee Marsh made a motion to “accept the Agenda for Monday, October 15, 2024”. Motion seconded by Trustee Lorenz. The motion passed with six (6) “ayes”, zero (0) “nays”, and zero (0) “absent”, on a roll call vote.

C. Approval of the Meeting Minutes 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk62716379]Approval of the Minutes for the September 9, 2024 Regular Board Meeting 
[bookmark: _Hlk163737944]Following a review of the September 9, 2024 Regular Board Meeting Minutes. Trustee Russell made a motion “to approve the Regular Board Meeting Minutes for September 9, 2024”.  Seconded by Trustee Connell.  The motion passed with six (6) “ayes”, zero (0) “nays”, and zero (0) “absent”, on a roll call vote.

D. Department Reports
1. Village Building Inspector 
Written report included in the meeting packet.
2. Village Clerk
In addition to the written report included in the meeting packet, Clerk Dewey updated those present on the collection of information for the village messaging system. Trustee Burright would like the text messages to be more descriptive and suggested that persons using the system save the contact as Village of Stillman Valley in their phones and devices.
3. Superintendent of Public Works
a. Employee Overtime – Overtime Report
Supervisor Insko advised there was zero hours of overtime earned or paid in the month of September 2024. 
b. Supervisor Insko also updated the board on the recent onsite IEPA inspection on 
August 28, 2024. The written report has been received and there were four (4) deficiencies listed and all will be corrected within ninety (90) days. 


4. Engineering Report
In Engineer Hamilton’s absence, Public Works Supervisor Insko reported the swale improvement work is scheduled to begin on October 21, 2024. 
5. [bookmark: _Hlk161298325]Attorney’s Report
Attorney Henry updated the board on his review of the proposed changes to the Employee Manual. The document should be ready for the November 12, 2024, Regular Board Meeting.
6. [bookmark: _Hlk74743921]Treasurer’s Report 
a. Monthly Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Randy Fruin reviewed the Monthly Profit & Loss Statements, Bank Account Balances, Debt Service, and Pre Approved Bills Reports for September 2024. Trustee Grobe asked about the account balance for the 1001 General Fund and the account balance for the 1060 High Yield Account. Treasurer Fruin explained that those balances are reflective of the reported account by the current fiscal year and are part of an overall financial picture for the village’s total combined accounts. Trustee Marsh made a motion “to accept the Treasurer’s reports for September 2024”. Seconded by Trustee Russell”.  The motion passed with six (6) “ayes”, zero (0) “nays”, and zero (0) “absent”, on a voice vote.
b. Approve Monthly Bills
Trustee Russell reviewed the monthly bills for October 2024 with those present. Trustee Grobe asked about the Alicia Lindholtz reimbursement (helium tank purchase for SV 150 Committee float) and the $449.99 charge on the Verizon invoice (tablet replacement). Trustee Russell made a motion “to approve the Monthly Bills for October 2024 with the total amount of $55,538.73 for payment”. Motion seconded by Trustee Burright. The motion passed with six (6) “ayes”, zero (0) “nays”, and zero (0) “absent”, on a roll call vote. 

E. Presentation of Communications and Petitions - None

F. Citizen Comments - None

G. Standing Committee Reports
1. Administrative Committee
a. Discuss and Possible Action – Memorial Bench for Larry Hildebrand in Ropp Park
[bookmark: _Hlk180060139]Trustee Russell advised that the offer to donate a bench to be placed in Ropp Park was received from the Hildebrand family in memory of Larry Hildebrand. The board held a brief discussion, Trustee Grobe made a motion “to approve placement of a memorial bench purchased by the family of Larry Hildebrand in Ropp Park with Public Works Supervisor Insko and Trustee Lorenz deciding best placement.” Motion seconded by Trustee Burright. The motion passed with six (6) “ayes”, zero (0) “nays”, and zero (0) “absent”, on a roll call vote.
2. Executive Committee
a. Discuss and Possible Action – Adoption of 2024 Building Codes
The board discussed adopting the 2024 Building Code for the Village of Stillman Valley. Building Inspector Manheim has provided the ordinance approved and adopted by the Village of Mt Morris as a guide. Trustee Burright commented that the village should contact the Stillman Valley Fire Protection District to verify if they have or do not have a code that requires sprinklers in residential homes. This will be sent back to the committee with Building Inspector Manheim in attendance for further discussions at the November 4, 2024 committee meeting.
b. Discuss and Possible Action – Liquor license Ordinance Change of Number of Available “A/B” Licenses and Future Number of “A” Licenses
The current number of liquor licenses issued with a Class “A/B” License class is one (1), this was issued to The Rack on 72. That business closed on July 31, 2024; this will be changed to zero (0) “A/B” licenses issued effective immediately. The current number of Class “A” licenses issued is four (4); one of those business’s Black Diamond Gaming appears to be closed, with zero noticeable activity at the location since August 7, 2024. There were zero dollars of gaming revenue received from the State of Illinois for the month of August 2024. Phone calls and letters to the business owners have gone unanswered. Their current State of Illinois Liquor License is active until May 31, 2025. Effective May 1, 2025 this license will not be renewed and the number of Class “A” licenses will be reduced from four (4) to three (3). Attorney Henry will prepare the ordinance for the November 12, 2024 Regular Board Meeting.

H. Special Committee Reports
1. Cardinal Community Christmas Group – Report in meeting packet.
2. Economic Development Committee – No Updates
3. Parks Advisory Committee – Agenda in meeting packet. 
4. Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc Committee (SV 150) – Report in meeting packet.

I. Unfinished Business 
1. Discuss and Possible Action – Reduction of Water/Sewer Connection Fees – Residential – Ordinance No 1043 
Trustee Grobe made a motion “to approve Ordinance No. 1043 Reduction of Water/Sewer Connection Fees – Residential”. Motion seconded by Trustee Lorenz. The motion passed with six (6) “ayes”, zero (0) “nays”, and zero (0) “absent”, on a roll call vote.
2. Discuss and Possible Action – Rules of Order – Opening of Meetings – Ord No. 1044
After a brief board discussion about the order of opening of meetings, Trustee Burright made a motion “to approve Ordinance No. 1044 – Rules of Order – Opening of Meetings. Motion seconded by Trustee Marsh. The motion passed with five (5) “ayes”; one (1) “Nays” Grobe; and zero (0) “absent”.

J. Other Business
1. Approval of Temporary Credit Limit Increase Village Clerk Credit Card
[bookmark: _Hlk174690029]Clerk Dewey explained to the those in attendance that during the recent Illinois Municipal League Convention her village issued credit card was used to pay for various rooms which caused the credit limit to be exceeded. After discussion with President Typer a call was made to Stillman Bank to have the credit limit increased from $4,000 to $5,000 temporarily (30 days) to accommodate the room charges. A retroactive letter written to the bank and notation in the board meeting minutes are required to confirm this action by the bank. After brief discussion, Trustee Burright made a motion “to approve the retroactive approval of the temporary credit limit increase from $4,000 to $5,000 to the Village Clerks credit card issued by Stillman Bank”. Motion seconded by Trustee Marsh. The motion passed with six (6) “ayes”, zero (0) “nays”, and zero (0) “absent”, on a roll call vote.

2. Vacating Alley at 214 W Grant Street
The board had brief discussion on the request of the current property owner of 214 W Grant to vacate the alley that their driveway is installed upon. Attorney Henry suggested that the property owner consider an ingress/egress easement that would be recorded and would only require a majority vote of the corporate authorities. This would allow the property owner to continue to use the alley way as their driveway and the event the village needed to access the property for any reason it would be returned to the condition it was in prior to the work being done.  Attorney Henry will prepare the document for the November 12, 2024 Regular Board Meeting.
3. Illinois Municipal League (IML) Report by Attendees
Trustee Burright commented on the FEMA presentation on Building Codes; the Laser Fishe vendor whose services could store documents for online access; the presentation by the FOIA/Pac Representatives; and information on grant funding for the purchase of the building code books and training for use of those items. Trustee Russell commented on dinner, the displays, information received on solar street lighting, and the opening session. President Typer also commented on the solar street lighting information; document control and retention and information from the Mayor’s Roundtable on communities’ and their problems with UTV’s control by liquor licenses.
4. President’s Comments
President Typer commented on how nice Fall Fest 2024 was, the plans for next years event includes the work that the committee is doing to get a carnival (Fall Fest is too small for three (3) of the vendors contacted); commented on the Channel 13 news item about Stillman Valley; advised that Election Petitions are available from the Village Clerk, reminded the board to bring budget items forward for Fiscal Year 2026’s budget; commented on the opening of a Dusty’s Barber in November and stated that he will be on vacation between October 16 and October 24, 2024. Public Works Supervisor shared that he had been contacted by SURF Internet and that they inquired if the village had interest in the project and could produce a draft Right of Way proposal of review by the board.

K. Executive Session 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk177042317]Executive Session Pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(6) Setting Price for Sale/Lease Land
Trustee Lorenz made a motion to “go into Executive Session Pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(6) Setting Price for Sale/Lease Land”. Motion seconded by Trustee Lorenz. The motion passed with six (6) “ayes”, zero (0) “nays”, and zero (0) “absent”, on a roll call vote. 7:03 pm

L. Action after Executive Session- No Action.
The board returned from Executive Session at 7:12 pm, roll was called with six (6) trustees present, also present, President Typer, Attorney Henry, Public Works Supervisor Insko, Village Clerk Dewey and Deputy Clerk Quick. No action was taken.
	
M. Upcoming Meetings 
a. [bookmark: _Hlk170802244][bookmark: _Hlk116364924]Zoning and Planning Commission – October 24, 2024 @ 6 pm - Cancelled
b. Administrative Committee Meeting, Monday, November 4, 2024 @ 4 pm
c. Executive Committee Meeting, Monday, November 4, 2024 @ 5 pm
d. Regular Board Meeting, Tuesday, November 12, 2024 @ 6 pm
N. Meeting Adjournment
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 7:14 pm on a “motion made by Trustee Burright, seconded by Trustee Grobe. The motion passed with six (6) “ayes”, zero (0) “nays”, and zero (0) “absent”, on a voice vote. 

Respectfully Submitted,


Yvonne Dewey, CMC
Village Clerk
Village of Stillman Valley
Regular Board Meeting Minute – October 15, 2024 – Approved and Adopted November 12, 2024	
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