Regular Board Meeting
120 N Walnut Street; Stillman Valley, IL
Monday, January 13, 2025 – 6:00 p.m.

Present 	President:			Martin Typer 
Trustees:	John Russell, Nance’ Lorenz, Karen Marsh, Cassandra Burright, and Dea Connell 
Also in Attendance: 	Village Attorney Doug Henry, Public Works Supervisor Dean Insko, Village Engineer Dale Hamilton, Deputy Clerk Cindy Quick, and Village Clerk Yvonne Dewey
Citizens:	Matt Burtch
				
A. Call Meeting to Order/Pledge
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by President Typer, who led the pledge. Roll was called, with five (5) trustees in attendance. 

B. Approve Agenda of January 13, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk180047818][bookmark: _Hlk184809211]Trustee Lorenz made a motion to “accept the Agenda for Monday, January 13, 2025”. Motion seconded by Trustee Russell. The motion passed with five (5) “ayes”; zero (0) “nays”, and one (1) “absent”, Grobe on a voice vote.

C. Approval of the Meeting Minutes 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk62716379]Approval of the Minutes for the December 9, 2024 Regular Board Meeting 
[bookmark: _Hlk163737944]Following a review of the December 9, 2024, Regular Board Meeting Minutes. Trustee Marsh made a motion “to approve the Regular Board Meeting Minutes for December 9, 2024”.  Seconded by Trustee Russell.  The motion passed with five (5) “ayes”; zero (0) “nays”, and one (1) “absent”, Grobe on a voice vote.

D. Department Reports
1. Village Building Inspector 
[bookmark: _Hlk182476442]A written report was included in the meeting packet, additionally, a memo from CM Inspections was included in the meeting packet as well. Attorney Henry was asked about the property at 305 S Walnut that has been on the list due to a resident living in an accessory structure. Attorney Henry gave a brief history of the communication with the resident’s attorney. The resident has been asked to contact Building Inspector Manheim to schedule a spot inspection of the garage, but no contact has been made. Attorney Henry advised that the next step would be to file for an Administrative Search Warrant. 
2. Village Clerk
Written report included in the meeting packet. 
3. Superintendent of Public Works
a. New Employee Introduction
Matt Burtch attended the meeting for an introduction to the board.
b. Employee Overtime – Overtime Report
Supervisor Insko advised there were nine (9) hours of overtime earned or paid in December 2024. Overtime was earned after two (2) sewer backups and a salt event. 
c. Update and Discuss – FY 2026 Budget  
Public Works Supervisor Insko reported that he had met with Village Treasurer Fruin and the final version of the FY 2026 Budget is expected to be ready for vote by the February 10, 2024 Regular Board Meeting.
4. Engineering Report
Engineer Hamilton reported that all work has been suspended on the Drainage Swale due to a lack of progress by the contractor. Porter Brothers was asked to install ditch checks, temporary seeding, and temporary erosion protection. It was requested that Porter Brothers be on site after any rain event to supervise the site. Willett Hofmann has been asked by the contractor to prepare a pay request for February bill approval.

5. [bookmark: _Hlk161298325]Attorney’s Report
a. Discuss – Status of Osage Equities and Sale of Lot 2
[bookmark: _Hlk74743921]Attorney Henry advised the board that he had sent a letter to Osage Equities asking to terminate the contract. This will be done by ordinance at the February 2025 Regular Board meeting.
b. Discuss – Status Surf Internet R-O-W Agreement
Attorney Henry advised the board that he had reviewed the Right of Way (R.O.W.) agreement from SURF Internet and a copy was sent to Public Works Supervisor Insko for review, Supervisor Insko had no additions. This will be added to the February 2025 Regular Board Meeting agenda for discussion and possible approval.
6. Monthly Treasurer’s Report
a. Monthly Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Randy Fruin reviewed the Monthly Profit & Loss Statements, Bank Account Balances, Debt Service, and Pre Approved Bills Reports for December 2024. Trustee Russell made a motion “to accept the Treasurer’s reports for December 2024”. Seconded by Trustee Marsh.”  The motion passed with five (5) “ayes”; zero (0) “nays”, and one (1) “absent”, Grobe on a roll call vote.
b. Approve Monthly Bills
The monthly bills for January 2025 were reviewed. Trustee Marsh made a motion “to approve the Monthly Bills for January 2025 with the total amount of $45,147.53 for payment”. Motion seconded by Trustee Connell. The motion passed with five (5) “ayes”; zero (0) “nays”, and one (1) “absent”, Grobe on a roll call vote.

E. Presentation of Communications and Petitions
President Typer advised those present that he had received an email from Ogle County Planning and Zoning Department requesting a resolution from the Village of Stillman Valley in regards to an application they received for a Commercial Solar Energy Facility. The facility would be built within a 1.5-mile radius of the Village of Stillman Valley. President Typer commented that he needs board direction on how to proceed with the request. After a very brief board discussion, no action will be taken.

F. Standing Committee Reports
1. [bookmark: _Hlk180060139]Administrative Committee – None

2. Executive Committee 
a. Discuss & Possible Action – 124 E Wilson – Property Maintenance Violations
Trustee Marsh gave a brief history of the timeline of the violations and the discussion during the committee meeting. After board discussion, Trustee Lorenz made a motion “to have Attorney Henry write the property owners a letter citing the code violations at the property.” Motion seconded by Trustee Russell. The motion passed with five (5) “ayes”; zero (0) “nays”, and one (1) “absent”, Grobe on a roll call vote..  
b. Discuss and Possible Action – Solicitors Permitting Procedure
The board discussed this at length, including the probable costs of background checks and fingerprinting for applicants. This will be sent back to the committee for additional information and discussion.
c. Discuss and Possible Action – Annual Payroll Review Beginning of New Fiscal Year
The board had a lengthy discussion on annual employee payroll adjustments if any and whether it would be by resolution or policy. This will be sent back to the committee for additional discussion.
d. Discuss and Possible Action – Establishment of Storm Water Rate
President Typer had contacted several communities to get a census on their rates if they were included in their monthly utility billing. After a lengthy discussion, this will be added to the February 10, 2025 agenda for continued discussion and possible action.




e. Discuss and Possible Action 
Public Works Supervisor Insko advised the board that he and Treasurer Fruin had met to discuss possible Water/Sewer Rate adjustments. The last rate increase occurred in 2014 and as a result, both account’s reserves have been reduced, the sewer reserves more significantly than the water rates. No action was taken and this will be added to the February 10, 2025 agenda for additional discussion. 

G. Special Committee Reports
1. Cardinal Community Christmas Group – None.
2. Economic Development Committee – None
3. Parks Advisory Committee – None
4. Sesquicentennial Ad Hoc Committee (SV 150) – Meeting, Tuesday, January 14, 2025.

H. Unfinished Business - None

I. Other Business 
1. Discuss and Possible Action – 9042 E IL Route 72 Unpaid Utility Bill
The board briefly heard the status of the unpaid utility bill at 9042 E IL Route 72. By ordinance, a lien will be filed with Ogle County and penalties will continue to accrue. 

J. Citizen Comments - None
	
K. Presidents Report
President Typer updated the board on comments about the Dog Park, the beautiful walk he recently had across the bridge behind the restaurant on 72, and reminded everyone that the budget will be on the February agenda for discussion and possible approval.

L. Upcoming Meetings 
1. Sesquicentennial Citizen Group Meeting, Tuesday, January 14, 2025 @ 6:30 pm
2. Zoning and Planning Commission, Thursday, January 23, 2025 @ 6 pm 
3. Administrative Committee Meeting, Monday, February 3, 2025 @ 4 pm
4. Executive Committee Meeting, Monday, February 3, 2025 @ 5 pm
5. Regular Board Meeting, Monday, February 10, 2025 @ 7 pm

M. Meeting Adjournment
With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 7:07 pm on a “motion made by Trustee Lorenz, seconded by Trustee Burright. The motion passed with five (5) “ayes”; zero (0) “nays”, and one (1) “absent”, Grobe on a roll call vote.

Respectfully Submitted,


Yvonne Dewey, CMC
Village Clerk
Village of Stillman Valley
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